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M. B. ®omun (Xapvros)
TPAHC®OPMAIIUS OBPAJA KPEIMEHUS u
EE OTPAKEHUE B APXUTEKTYPE XEPCOHECA-XEPCOHA

Kpemenne — ogHO W3 TJaBHBIX TAWHCTB XPUCTHAHCKOW IIEPKBU.
OO0psin CUMBOJIHM3MPYET HOBOE POKICHUE YENIOBEKA: «HCTHHHO, MCTHHHO
TOBOpIO TeOe, eCiIM KTO He POAMTCS OT BOABI U JlyXxa, HE MOXKET BOWTH B
Hapcteue boxue» (MH. 3:5). Kpemenue npucyTcTBoBaio yxe Ha dTare
(dbopMUpOBaHUS LEPKBH, O HEM YIOMHHAeTCS B «J[eSHUSIX CBSATBIX
aroctoioB» ([esu. 2:37-46, 8:26-40, 9:10-19, 10:44-48, 18:8, 19:5-7, u
ap.). CumBomu3aM oOpsnma ommceiBaeTcs B Jlumaxe W psge TPYIOB
PAHHEXPUCTHAHCKMX aBTOpoB M oTioB Llepksu (Teprymman', Kupuin
I/IepycanHMCKHﬁz, T'puropuit Huccknit’, Bacummit Bemukuit' u MHorHe
npyrue). OmTHaKO HE COXPAaHWIOCH ONMMCAHMS TIOMEIICHHUH, TIe COBEPIIACS
0OpSIL, MX apXUTEKTYpPHI, YCTPONCTBA, BHYTPEHHET0 POCTPAHCTBA .

CaMpIii paHHHH W3BECTHBIH OamTHCTEPU OTHOCHTCS KO BTOPOH
getBepTy III B. OH OBUT YaCThIO XPHUCTHAHCKOTO KOMIUIEKCA, OTKPHITOTO B
Iypa-Eeporioc®. LleHTpoM cOOpYXeHHs ObLT HEOGONBIION BOPHK C
BBIXO[SIIMMHU B HEro TIOMELIEHUsIMH. B  ceBepo-3amajiHOM  yriy
pacrionaranack kpemaibHs. OHa uMeNna IPSIMOYTOJIBHYIO KYIIEib, KOTOPas
HAXOIWJIach MoJa KuBopueM. Ee dacan ObUT pacmucaH pacTHTCIEHBIMU
OpHAMCHTaMH, MOTOJIOK HaJl KYIEIbIO CoJepxkal U300paxeHne HeOeCHOro
cBofa co 3Be3ldaMu. Ha cTeHax Takke COXpaHWJIMCh POCHUCH Ha TEMBI
Berxoro u HoBoro 3aBetoB. Oxomo 256r. 3maHHMe OBUIO YaCTHYHO
pa3o0paHO W Ha €ro OcCTaTkax ObUla BO3BEAEHA HACKHINb, IMPHU3BAHHAS
JIOTIONTHUTENHHO YKPENHUTh CTEHHI Topofa. B pe3ynpTare HamaaeHHs TOPOX
OBUT YHUYTOKEH, & HACKHIITb COXPAaHMIa OCTATKH KOMITJIEKCA U €T0 POCIIHCH.

B IV B. HaunHaeTCS aKTUBHOE PaCIpOCTPaHEHNE XPUCTHAHCTBA. JTO
BpeMsl 3HAMEHOBAJIOCh CTPOUTEIHCTBOM BEIHYECTBEHHBIX KYJIBTOBBIX
KOMILICKCOB, BKITIOYABIIINX B TOM YHCJIC U OANTUCTECPHH, TIPCAHA3HAYCHHBIC
IS KpellleHHsT B TEepBYI0 odepelb B3pocibiX Jrofeil. Pacuser
MOHYMCHTAJILHOTO CTPOMTENIECTBA MPUXOIUTCS HA MPaBICHHE UMIIEpaTopa
IOcrunnana. 3aka3unkaMu Takux mieneBpoB Obuia cama Wmmepus. s ux
BO3BCICHUS HE JKAJICIH CPEICTB, MPHUBICKAIUCH JIYUIIHE XYIOKHUKH WU
crpoutenu. Jlunaxe COXpaHWJIO OMMCAHHME TOTO, KaK 3TO MPOUCXOIWUIO B
panHed 1nepkBu. KpecTuTh mojarajoch TMOTPYXKEHHEM B <«KHBOU»
(mpoToYHOM) BOJZIE, B 0OCOOOM clydae — B «HHOW», W JIMIIb B OTCYTCTBHE
BO3MO>KHOCTH — BO3JTMBAHUEM BOBI HA TOJIOBY.

CeromHs M3BECTHO AOCTaTOYHOE KOJIMYECTBO TAKUX MAaMSATHHKOB, HO
Hamnbosee oAPoOHO OMHUCAHBI B JIUTEpaType coopyxerus Pasennsl. K auM
oTHOcsATcs bantuctepuii I[lpaBocnaBHeIx M Apuanckuii bantucrepwii. B
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LIEHTpE TIOMEIIEHW  pacrmoJiarajach  Kyneib. Bce  XKHMBOIMCHOE
JeKOpaTHBHOE  YOpPaHCTBO  TPHU3BAHO OBUIO  TPOJEMOHCTPHPOBATH
KPEIaeMOMY OTKDBIBAIOIIHIICS Mepe]] HUM <HOBBIH MHp» . B MeHbIeit
CTETNeHN COXpaHUIUCh NamMsaTHUKH CeBepHoil Adpuku n Cupun, biavmkaero
Bocroka u bankan. Ho ocoOblii mHTEpEC TPEACTABISIIOT COOPYXECHHS Ha
okpanHax VMmepun, KOTOpBIE CTAaHOBWINCH IICHTPAMH PAaCIpPOCTPAHECHUS
XPUCTUAHCTBA CPEIH ee coceleH.

OmH U3 TakuX LEHTPOB — XepcoHec-XepCOH — HaxOIWics Ha
rpanuie Pax Romanum u BapBapckoro Mupa u Hrpaji BaXXHYIO POJb, B TOM
gyucne u  kak  ¢opnoct Mwmmepun. Topom ObUT  TOPrOBEIM U
aIMUHUCTPATUBHBIM LEHTPOM. Yepe3 XepcoHEC PUMCKO-BHU3aHTUHCKOE
BIIMSIHUE PaACHPOCTPAHSIIOCh Cpelld COIo3HOro HaceneHus:i FOro-3amagHoro
Kpsima, a Takke najnexo 3a npezensl TaBpuKkH.

K coxanenuto, XepcoHecckue OAanTUCTEPHH COXPAHIINCH TOPA3Io
XyXe, Kak IpaBwWjo, Ha ypoBHe (yHmamenToB. Ho ectes ocHoBaHUS
mmoJjlaraTh, 9T0 OHM OBUIM yKpamIeHbl MPaMOPHBIMHU NETasIMH, (ppecKamd,
Mo3ankaMH. Bo Bpems packomok ObUTM OOHApyXeHbl (HparMeHTHI
PACIMCHOM MTYKAaTypKH, KYCOUKH CMaJbTHL.

B JKutusix emnucKomoB XEpPCOHCKHUX MPUCYTCTBYET pacckaz o
GANTHCTEPUH, BO3BEICHHOM CB. eIl. KarMTOHOM JUIsl KPEIIEHHs TOPOKaH .
Psin  aBTOpOB CBSI3BIBAIOT MECTO €r0 PACIONIOKEHHS C TEeppUTOpHUE
Boctounoit mnomamu. C umeHeMm cB. KamuToHa CBS3BIBalOT MOOEHy
XpUCTUAHCTBA B TOPOJE M, KakK CJEICTBUE, pa3pyllIeHUE S3BIYECKOTO
KOMILIEKCa ¥ BO3BEICHUE HA €T0 MECTE IIEPKBH CB. aIl. [leTpa u KpermaabHu.
B VI-VII BB. Ha MecTe cTapbhIXx KOHCTPYKIMI OblTa Bo3BelneHa BocTounast
0a3mIIMKa U PSJI COOPYKEHUH, CBA3aHHBIX C Heit’.

HecMoTps Ha TO, 9TO MEpBBIA OANTUCTEPUN HE COXPAHWICS, C HAM
MOJKHO CBSI3aTh PAJ apXCOJIOTHICCKUX HaXOIOK Ha TEPPUTOPHUH TOPOAMIIIA,
Cpemd  KOTOPBIX TPH IUIMTHI  («IIapIIKCKas», «XCPCOHECCKas» U
«TeTepOypIKCcKas»). MIX 4acTo HAa3BIBAIOT DJIEMCHTAMU aJITAPHOW MPETPaIbl,
HO €CTh BEPCHSI, YTO OHH OBLTH YacThIO GarTHCTEpHs .

B nmepuon 10CTUHMAHOBCKOI'O pacliBeTa B rOpojie BEJIOCh aKTUBHOE
ctpoutenbeTBo. Cpefirt OOIIECTBEHHBIX COOPYKECHUH KITFOUEBYIO MO3HIIUIO
3aHUMAJId BEIMYCCTBECHHBIC XPHCTHAHCKHUE XPaMbl, TPU3BaHHBIC OBITH HE
TOILKO MECTOM OOTOCIY:KEHHH, HO W JEMOHCTpalMell MOTYIIECTBA
Nmrepun. Wx 3agada  Oblia, KpoOMe BCETo IMPOYETO, TPOU3BOIAWTH
BIIEYATIICHUE, TOPaXaTh, BHI3BIBATH PEIUTHO3HOE YYBCTBO. B 3T0 Bpems
BO3BOJWJIMCH KOMIIJICKCHI, KOTOpPBIE KpOME CaMHX LEepKBEH-0a3miInK
BKIIOYAaTM €me ¥ JIOTIOJIHUTEIBHBIE COOPYXCHHS — MapTHPHH,
OanTHCTEPUH.
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ApXEONOTHYECKIMH  PAacKOIIKaMH Ha  TEPPUTOPUH  TOPOIHINA
BBISIBJICHBI OamTHCTEPUM MPU KOMIUIeKcax 3amagHoi W BocTouHoit
O0aswnmk, YBapoBckoW Oaswnmukd, Tpu «basunuke B OaswimKe»,
3aropogHoM KpecTtooOpa3zHoM xpame. OHH TIPENCTaBISAIOT 3HAYUTEIBHBIN
HHTEpPEC M TMO3BOJLIIOT HPOCIEAUTHh MpoIecc TpaHChOpMAIMK TPaIUIHH,
CBSA3aHHBIX C KpEIICHHEM, W WX OTpPaKEHHE B AapXHUTEKType CaMHX
COOPYKEHUH.

OcobeHHOCTEI0 XepcoHeca-XepcoHa SBISIETCS TO, YTO TOPOJa OBLI
NOJi CWIBHBIM BOCTOYHBIM BJIMSHHEM: HMMEHHO ¢ BocTtoka mnpummio
XPHUCTHAHCTBO (TIEpBbIE EMUCKOINbI OBIIIM HaNpaBJeHbI B ropox ¢ bimmkaero
Bocroka, B ropone Obina cupmiickas auacropa). B To jxe Bpems 3To ObLI
UMIEpPCKUil TOpoA (31eCh HAXOMWICS PUMCKHH-POMEMCKMHA TapHU30H,
MMIIepCKast aIMIHECTpAIs) . ITo HAILIO OTPaKEHHE U B APXHTEKTYPE.

TeopeTndeckn MOXXHO BBIACTUTH TPU THIIA KPEIIAJICH:

- OTIENBHO CTOSIIIEE 3TaHNE;

- TIPHUCTPOIKa, NUPUMBIKAIOMAs K L[EPKBH, HO SBISIOIIASCS
OT/EJIbHON MTOCTPOUKOM;

- KpeIanbHH, pa3MeIIeHHbIE HEITOCPEICTBEHHO B IIEPKBH, HEPEIKO
B HapTEKCe.

IlepBele  nmBa THHIA, B  CBOIO  OdYepeAb, MOTYT  OBITh
Koncrantunononsckoro u Cupwuiickoro tuma. B Buzantuiickom Xepcone
MIPUCYTCTBYIOT 00a BapHaHTa.

Bantuctepuii KOHCTaHTHHOMONBCKOTO THNA MPEACTAaBISIET COOOM
LEHTPUUECKOE COOPY)KEHHE, KaK TIPaBWJIO, HWMEIOIMee HECKOIBKO
MOMEIIeHNH, Momo0HO KpemanbHe npu KoHCTaHTHHOMONBECKOM cobope
Cearoii Codpun. Takume coopyxeHuss u3BecTHbl B CeBepHoll Adpuke.
Hampumep, Oantuctepuit mpu «BoctouHoii» O6asunuke B Kupenawnke
(Anommonuss  (coBp. Cyca), TAe B TIEHTPE TPEXKOHXHHHUAIHHOU
KOHCTPYKIIMH C TPAMOYTOJBHOW 3amagHOH YacThIO  pacrojiarajach
Gonmpias Kymeis'”. JIpyrMM IIPHMEPOM MOMKET OBITH COOpYKEHHE B
[ronemanzne (cosp. Taxmpa)’. CymecTBYIOT TakMe NAMSATHHKH H B
Bonrapun (GanTuctepuii npu Gasuanke B Benoso'*). TpukoHXMHHabHAS
(opma OanmTucTepusl BCTpedaeTcsl Takke NpH Oasminke B Tpormeym B
Tepauuu (Pympinns)"”. TpUKOHXMHHANbHAS KpEIIadbHS W3BECTHA B
Oxpune (Makenonns)'®. B XepcoHece MpEMepoM MOKET GBITh KpeIaTbHs
mpu YBapoBCKOH Oa3mimke, Tak JK€ HMEIOMAs TPEXKOHXWHUAIHHYIO
dbopmy.

B  OGantuctepum  CupHHCKOTO  THTA  KYINelb  KpeIlaTbHHU
pacronaraercs B ancuze. M3BecTHsl ananoru Ha bmmkaem Bocroke'” n Ha
bankanax. Tak, k 6azuinnke B HoBe ¢ F0)KHO# CTOPOHBI ObLTa MPUCTPOCHA
YaCOBHA-KpEINAThHSA C KYNENbl0 B alCHIC; aHAJIOTHYHO, HO C CEBEPHOH
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CTOPOHBI MOJKHO HaONIONaTh IPHUCTPOCHHYIO K Oa3miIMKe YacOBHIO C
KYTIeNbIo B IIo6aH-I[epelg. B Xepconece-Xepcone mpumepom CHpUHCKOTO
THTIa OANITUCTEPHUS MOXKET OBITh KpeIanbHs MpH 3anaaHoi Oasmmuke. OHa
OBUTO TIPUCTPOCHA C CEBEPHON CTOPOHBI K COOPYXECHHIO BCKOPOCTH IIOCIIE
€ro BO3BeICHHs .

PasButne cupuiickoro THIa MOXeT OBITh IPOJEMOHCTPHPOBAHO Ha
npuMepe KpemanbHu mpu [anthanckoil Gaswimke (B A6xasum)”. Oma
KOHCTPYKTUBHO OJIDKe K OanTHCTEpUI0 MPH «XpaMe C KOBYCTOM» B
XepcoHece.

Tpagunust CcOBepIICHHWS TAaWHCTBA KPEIICHUS MOJpa3yMmeBaja
MpoLEecCyabHOCTb. BO BpeMsi KpellleHus MPOUCXOAUIIO MepeMElIeHue U3
OJIHOTO TIOMEIIECHUS B Jpyroe. HauyumHamock Bce B KaTeXyMEHHUYME, TJIE
COBEPINAIOCH OTJAIICHHUE; dajiee IePEMEIIAINCh B IIOMEIICHHE C KYIENbIO,
IIe COBEpIIAJIOCH COOCTBEHHO KpEIICHHE; IIOCIe HYero MpoIecCus
rnepeMenagachk B XpUCMapuil WM KOHCUTHATOPHHM, TAE€ COBEpIIAIOCH
MEpoToMasaHie” .

B Xepconece K TakuM MPOIECCYATBHBIM OAaNTHCTEPHIM MOXKHO
OTHECTH KOMIUIEKC IIpH YBapoBckoi Oazmiuke. COOpy>KeHHE COCTOSIIO U3
TpeX COCOUHEHHBIX MEXIy co00il momerneHwit. Bonee Toro, ¢ roKHOM
CTOpPOHBI OBLIa MPUCTPOCHA HEOONBbIIAs MEPKOBb. [pyruMm mpuMepoM
MOXET OBITh KpeIlaJbHA TMpH pAaHHEM KOMIUICKCE, W3BECTHOM Kak
«bazmmuka B Oasmwmuke». [lo  mpemnonoxkenuto  C. I'. PeipkoBa,
HCCJIEIOBABIIEro 3TOT HMaMATHHK B 1972-1974 rr., oHa BKIIOYana JBE
KOMHATBI, BBITSHYBIIHECS C 3armaga Ha BOCTOK . IlepBast GbLTa MeCTOM
MOJTOTOBKM K KPEUICHWIO, BTOpas BKIIOYajia B ceOs Kyleinb W HHIIY, B
KOTOPOH M COBEPINAIIOCH MUPOIIOMa3aHHe.

Co BpeMeHeM cHTyanus MeEHseTcs. AKTUBHOE paclpoCTpaHECHHE
XpUCTHAHCTBA CpEeNU KHUTEJIeH TOpoJa, CTPOUTEIBCTBO XPHCTHAHCKHX
xpamoB Ha Teppuropun lOro-3amagnoro KpbimMa mpHUBOAWT K TOMY, 9TO
KOJIMYECTBO KPEIIAEMBIX B3pPOCIBIX PE3KO cokpamaercs. [Tommmo 3Toro,
pactpocTpaHseTCs TCHICHIUS, HAlpaBJICHHAas Ha YIPOIICHHE CaMOro
0o0psina. Ecnu mepBOHAYANbHO OBUIO MPUHATO KPECTUTH MOTPYKECHHEM, TO
CO BpPEMCHEM TpAJWIHUs BCE OOJBIIC YIPOMIACTCS, KPECTUTh HAYMHAIOT
OMOBCHHEM.

Kpome Toro, kpemieHue peOCHKA, pPOAUTEIH KOTOPOTO OBLIH
XpHUCTHAHAMH, HE TpeOyeT TaKoW 3HAYUTEIHLHOW MOATOTOBKH (KPECTST IO
Bepe poaMTeNe ero). DTO NPUBOAWT K IOCTENEHHOW TpaHchopMaIuu
0o0psina, TMPOMCXOIAMIETO B OTACTHHOM 3MaHWH W COIPOBOXKIAIOIIECTOCS
LeJTBIM HaOOpOM ITOCTIEIOBATEIFHO CMEHSBIINX APYT APYyTa JCHCTBHIA.

CneactBuem  TpancopMmalii HW  YOPOIICHWH  CTAaHOBHTCS
MIOCTEIICHHBI OTKa3 OT OanTHCTepueB ¢ OaccefHaMH — KyHeIsIMH U
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mepexox K MallbIM (KaK B «XpaMe ¢ KOBYETOM»), a 9acTO M MEPEHOCHBIM
KyTeIsM.

[TapanmensHO € 3TUM TPOUIECCOM IPOUCXOTUT H IIOCTEIICHHOE
VOPOILICHHE XpaMOBOH apXUTEeKTypel B meixoM. OT BeIWYEeCTBEHHBIX
co00poOB, COOMPABIINX BCEX XPHUCTHAH TOPOJA, 3aKa3UNKOM CTPOHUTEIHCTBA
KOTOPBIX HEPEOKO BBICTYIANIO TOCYAAPCTBO, IOCTEIIEHHO IEPEXOISIT K
CTPOUTENBCTBY HEOONBIINX IEPKBEH, 3aKa34MKaMU KOTOPBIX BBICTYIIAIOT
OTJEbHBIC KTHTOPHI, WICHB TNPHXOAA, MOHACTBIPH. IIPOMCXOAUT
MTOCTCTIICHHAS HHIUBU Ty aTU3aIHsl ICPKOBHOW YKH3HH.

BenenctBue Bcex 3TUX MPOIECCOB OANTHCTEPUHN TTOCTETICHHO TEPSIOT
CBOM TEePBOHAYAIBbHBIC (PYHKIUU. VX MOMEIICHUS MPEBPAIAIOT B YaCOBHH-
MapTUPUH, «KPBITHIC KIAA0UIIa». BHYTpH, HEPEAKO MOJ MOJIOM, HAYHMHAIOT
COBEpIIaTh NOTpeOeHus, CHavYalla TIpeACTaBUTENIeH KIIMpa, a CO BpEMEHEM U
KTUTOPOB, IMEHHUTHIX TOPOKaH. DTO MPOCIESKUBACTCA Ha MPHUMEPE TAKHX
COOpY)XeHUH Tpu 3anmagHol Oa3WIMKe WJIM TPH 3arOpOJHOW IEPKBH
Boroponuier Biaxepuckoii B Xepconece. Tak, OanTucrepuii mpu 3amaaHoi
Oasmimke XepcoHeca CTAaHOBUTCS MapTHPUEM, B KOTOPOM XOPOHST
MPEeACTaBUTEIE  MECTHOTO  BBICHIETO  jayXoBeHcTBa. OO0  3TOM
CBUJIETEIbCTBYIOT HAXOIKH BHYTPH MOTHIT .

Takum  oOpa3oM, aHANM3HPYSd  NAMATHUKHA  XPUCTHAHCKOM
APXUTEKTYpPhl BU3AHTHHUCKOTO XEpPCOHA, MOXKHO MPOCIEIUTh OTPaKCHUE B
apXUTEKType TpaHCHOpMAIMK TPATUIMHA, CBA3aHHBIX C COBEPIICHHEM
TauHCTBa KpeieHus. [lepBoHauaneHO, B Iepuon cTaHoBieHUS llepksu B
Xepconece — Xepcone u lOro-zanannoit TaBpuke, OanTHUCTEPUU CTPOUIIH
KaK OTAETHHO CTOAIINE 3[aHUSA, a caM OO0psa HOCWI TPOLECCYyalbHBIN
xapaktep. Kpectunu B3pocieix B 0OacceHaX-0anTUCTEPHSIX ITOTHBIM
morpyxxenueM. [lo Mepe pacmpocTpaHEHHs XPHUCTHAHCTBA IIPOHUCXOIUT
MTOCTETIICHHBIA TePeX0]] OT KPEUICHUS B3POCIBIX K KPEIICHUIO MIIaJIeHIIEB.
Jlms 3TOT0 HAaYMHAIOT WCTIOIB30BaTh HEOOIBIINE IO pa3MepaM IIEPCHOCHBIC
OanTucrepuy. B penkux ciiydasx KpEIIeHHWs B3pPOCIBIX €r0 COBEPIIAIOT
yepe3 oMoBeHHE. CaMH COOpPYXKEHHsI MOCTEIICHHO TPaHC(HOPMHUPYIOTCS B
YaCOBHH-MApPTUPUH, KOTOPHIC BHITIOTHSIOT yKE IIOMHHAIBHBIC (DYHKIIUU.

! Teprymnnan (0] KpeIlEeHUH. Pexum Jocryna:

http://www.tertullian.org/russian/de_baptismo_rus.htm octyn 10.10.2017.
2 Kupunn Hepycanumckuii IloydeHus corimacutenbHble U TAaHHOBOJCTBEHHBIE.
Pexum  mocryma:  http://kateheo.ru/library/fathers-texts/kirill-ierusalimskii-svt-
pouchenija-oglasitelnye-i-ta JlJoctyn 10.10.2017.
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M. Khalvashi, L. Aslanishvili, E. Kakhidze (Batumi)
GARRISONS ON THE EDGE OF IMPERIUM ROMANUM

In spite of the Caucasus was routed by the Roman commander
Pompey already in 65 BC, only after Nero who stimulated concentration of
Roman military forces in the East, a special, so-called ‘Pontic Limes’ or
Caucasus or Pontus-Caucasian frontier was formed in order to serve the
purpose of reinforcement of Roman positions in the Southern Caucasus and
to take the region of Northern Caucasus under good control as well. Roman
aggression was, of course, met with resistance. Local population of
Trapezus withstood against them in AD 69. The situation was rather tense
in central Colchis. The Alani problem and the related factor of the east-
Georgian state, Iberia was serious. Rome had actually lost Armenia and
there emerged an urgent necessity to concentrate much more troops along
the frontier territories with the Armenia Major, Syria and even along the
whole eastern frontier. As to the other one dividing Rome from Cappadocia
and Armenia Minor, it was completely modernized and its terminal links
were Melitene, i. e. the XII Fulminatae and Satala, i. e. the XV Apolinaris
legions with their headquarters. These districts were regarded as the main
distributors of Roman garrisons to Pontus, Colchis, Cappadocia and
Armenia during the 1%-3" centuries AD'.

The Roman forts built along the eastern Black Sea littoral played
important role in the defense of the Caucasian border. Their aim was to
defend the Roman territory from the barbarians and at the same time
represented the base for conducting military operations beyond the
boundaries of the Empire. Apsarus was one of the most significant places of
the Caucasus defensive line.
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